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Nichimo 1/48 Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu

T
he Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu (“Dragon 
Slayer”) was a two-seat, twin-engine 
fighter used by the Imperial Japanese 
Army in World War II. The Allied reporting 
name was “Nick”. In response to other 
countries developing two seat fighters, 

Japan ordered the Ki-45 and started taking delivery in 1939. 
Initially used as a long range bomber escort, it was clear 
the fighter could not hold its own against the allied single 
seat fighters like the P-40. It was then deployed in several 
theaters as an interceptor, attack aircraft and in the fleet 
defense role. In New Guinea, the IJAAF used the aircraft in 
an anti-ship role, where the Ki-45 was heavily armed with 
one 37 mm (1.46 in) and two 20 mm cannons.

Its greatest strength turned out to be as an anti-
bomber interceptor, which was similar to the Bf 110 in 
Europe. The underbelly 20 mm cannon was replaced with 
a 37 mm gun and upward firing 20 mm cannons were 
added behind the 
pilot. Deployed 
against B-24’s and 
eventually the B-29 
bombers attacking 
Japan in 1944, the 
aircraft had limited 
success and trouble reaching the B-29’s at high altitude.  
Late in the war the aircraft was used as a suicide attacker 
and had some success in ramming attacks on the B-29’s. In 
1945, the American carrier fighters and escorting P-51’s 
quickly brought the Ki-45’s career to an end. 
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Presidents’ 
Corner by Paul Tomczak

I 
hope everyone is enjoying their summer 
months. I am just returning from a vacation in 
Kauai with my family, my brothers family and 
my parents. I did not take any models with me 
but found plenty of time to relax on the beach. 
Funny how Hawaii does that to ya…

I would like to take a few words and recognize 
Chuck Webb for donating a large stash of models (over 
80) to the club. His donation was much appreciated and 
has helped us grow our “club stash” to over 200 models. 
We are using these for our monthly raffles and we have 
had some success selling big ticket items on eBay. We also 
received donations of Models from Vince’s wife after his 
passing and several club members have donated recently. 
Thanks to everyone for being so generous. Right now we 
are looking for car model donations to keep our monthly 
raffle balanced. We are looking for our car modeler 
members to donate or suggest some kits so we can go 
out and get them. Feel free to let Joe or I know what you 
would like to see. 

august Theme contest
our July meeting had a great turn out for our Japan 
theme and I hope to see the same in August for our 
“Out of Production” theme. In case you are wondering 
it can be any model from a defunct manufacturer like 
Aurora, Strombecker, Comet, Frog, Collect-Aire, Accurate 
Miniatures, Renwal (original), Hawk, Jo-Han, Lindberg 
(original 1950’s Lindberg kits ONLY), pre-“S” Revell kits 
(original 1950’s Revell kits ONLY), pre-1970 Monogram 
kits. Reissues are allowed but you must have instructions 
and/or box. 

hope to see you on august 7th. Happy Modeling! n

January: “The 21ST ceNTury” 

Winner: Mike Turco - 2003 Corvette C5-R

February: “Double Trouble” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Grumman F3F

March: “The ThIrTIeS”

Winner: Paul Kopczynski - Grumman XF5F-1 Skyrocket 

april: “aFTerMarKeT” 

Winner: Tom Gill - Humvee Ambulance Diorama  

May: “The ThIrD reIch” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Mercedes-Benz 540K

June: golD/SIlVer/broNze coNTeST

No theme contest.

July: “JapaN”

Winner: Paul Tomczak - Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu

august: “ouT oF proDucTIoN” 

Model must be from a defunct manufacturer, i.e., Aurora, 
Strombecker, Comet, Frog, Collect-Aire, Accurate Miniatures, 
Renwal (original), Hawk, Jo-Han, Lindberg (original 1950’s 
Lindberg kits ONLY), pre-“S” Revell kits (original 1950’s Revell 
kits ONLY), pre-1970 Monogram kits. REISSUES ALLOWED. 
Must have instructions and/or box.

September: “coNcepTS & proToTypeS”

Model of something designed but never built, or a prototype 
version. Examples: XF-103 Thunderwarrior, a concept car, or 
General Dynamics YF-16.

october: “oN The waTerFroNT” 

Model depicts something that floated, e.g., ships/boats; flying 
boats or amphibian aircraft; armor moved over water; Gemini 
space capsule; 1959 Buick pontooned by Cubans trying to 

escape to Florida; figure of a surfer or Esther Williams, etc.

November: “No bIg SIx”  

Model CAN’T be of a US, British, German, Japanese, French or 
Russian subject.

December: FaVorITe FIVe coNTeST

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
contests 2015
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wonderfest 2015
Show report
by Tony wootson
available online

T ony reports on this year’s Wonderfest show. This show, which highlights some 
of the best Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror figure and vehicular models 
takes place annually at the Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport Expo Center, in 
Louisville, Kentucky. Wonderfest offers two vendor rooms jam-packed with 

models, accessories and supplies, toys and collectables, two days of Modeling How-To Demos, 
a Make-It-Take-It for youths, and guest talks by professionals in the movie industry. With the 
additions of numerous after-hours events and social gatherings, Wonderfest has morphed into 
a not-so-normal modeling event.  The report can be viewed at: 
http://www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/Wonderfest2015-1.html

Photos by Tony Wootson
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July Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

Boeing B-52D Stratofortress, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin

1910 Stanley Steamer, 1/48, by Mike Turco

Daihatsu Midget II pickup, 1/24, Rod Rakos

1916 Stutz Bearcat, 1/48, by Mike Turco

1959 Ford Sunliner custom (in progress), 1/25 by John Goschke 
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July Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

Tiger II, 1/35, by Joe Volz Mk-I Female, 1/35, by Jim Rosado

French Somva, 1/35, by Jim Rosado

Panzerspahwagen (in progress), 1/32, by Armania Castillo

Soviet JS-2, 1/48, by Jim Rosado

German self-propelled gun (in progress), 1/35, by Jim Rosado
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Aichi D3A1 “Val”, 1/48, by Charlie Lockard, with Ki-45 Toryu by Paul Tomczak in background.

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 5 5  2 5 2     19
Gill, Tom 3 3 3 5 4      18
Kopczynski, Paul 4 3 5 3       15
Tomczak, Paul  1  2 3 5     11
Volz, Joe  3  2 3      8
Vattilana, Joe   3 2 2      7
Leonetti, Joe   2 3 1      6
Anderson, Dave  2   4      6
Rakos, Rod  2    4     6
Webb, Mark     4 2     6
Cicconi, Bob     2 3     5
Goerke, Doug  4         4
Lockard, Charlie     1 3     4
Sandone, Nick    4       4
Dasso, P      3     3
Goschke, John     1 2     3
Kortman, Tommy     3      3
Hogg, Greg  2         2
Senner, Don  1   1      2
Stonier, B     1      1
Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2015 Theme Contest point Standings to Date

July Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke
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Join IPMS/USA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do I give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do I get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

USS Colorado, 1944, 1/700, by Bob Cicconi.

July Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke
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The Venue

with fond memories of the 2012 event in 
Orlando, my family’s first IPMS National 
Contest, and last year’s show in Hampton, VA, 

my daughter and I were looking forward to this year’s show 
in Columbus, OH. The 2012 event at Disney’s Contemporary 
Resort was a smash, as the venue was great and we made it 
a week-long family vacation. The Hampton event was also a 
fine one, extremely well-run with a nice location and venue 
that the family enjoyed. 
This time, my 15-year-old daughter Lauren and I made 

the seven-hour drive to Columbus together. For me, it was 
special. After all, how many dads get to bond for three days 
at a modeling convention with their teenage daughter? 
We packed the car the night before and left shortly after 4 

a.m. Thursday, arriving at the Hyatt Regency Hotel around 
11:30 a.m. Then the real adventure began.
The hyatt is a big, downtown convention hotel which, as 

with most downtown hotels, has its pluses and minuses. In 
the case of this IPMS event, there were many minuses.
The contest room seemed smaller than previous 

venues and the model tables were crowded. I heard the 
number was near 2,800, similar to last year’s entries. Lots 
of models were moved as the categories filled up and table 
space needed to be rearranged. Two of my entries needed 
to be moved. Luckily I got to move one of them, the other 
was broken. More on that later.
other conventions were going on simultaneously in 

downtown Columbus, at least one of them at the Hyatt. 
The halls were always crowded and maneuvering in and 

2015
ipMS nationals
a cost/benefit analysis by Mike Turco 

your contest chairman’s candid report on the good, the bad, and the ugly 
at Columbus. The opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author and 
should not be construed as those of the Delaware Valley Scale Modelers.
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out was a chore, particularly with models. I also found 
the layout of the place confusing. The registration and 
vendors were on one floor, the contest room on the next 
one up, and the vendors were divided up into eight 
different rooms. I never did get to peruse all of them. A 
list of vendors by room was available, but what was really 
needed was an all-inclusive map.
parking was a costly annoyance. The Hyatt booked 

up months in advance and many attendees were at other 
hotels. We booked the Courtyard Marriott, a two-and-a-half 
block walk from the Hyatt. Like most downtown hotels, 
the Marriott charged daily for valet-only parking, and the 
Hyatt charged to use their parking garage, pretty much 
a necessity if you had a significant number of models to 
load or unload. One also needed to negotiate busy in-town 
traffic, as the Hyatt is at the corner of a busy intersection.
we also had to bear being accosted by panhandlers. 

Each day walking to or from the Hyatt we had to deal 
with it. It’s annoying enough when I’m alone, but I needed 
to dispel the accosters with my daughter along, who was 
at once apprehensive and upset.

The good

For me, the two best things that happened at the 
event were that my daughter entered two models 
and won two awards, which made my heart sing, 

and that a vendor had my Holy Grail. 
after chiding Jeff Garrity, the Rare-Plane Detective, for 

putting an albeit started 1959 Hawk XAB-1 “Beta” Atomic 
Bomber kit up on Ebay, thus forcing me to consider bidding 
and possibly losing it again, he calmly replied “I have 
another one.” Say what!? From a large box containing one 
of a number of new collections he recently garnered in his 
travels, he pulls it out and hands it to me. It was near mint, 
and …oooo...it still had the two little parasite fighters that 
attach to the tail. I bought it on the spot.
I had the usual pleasant interactions with fellow 

modelers, like the good guys from North Jersey, and 
learned about some nifty tools and modeling stuff from 
vendors like Scale Motorsports. I also got to meet and 
speak with the IPMS Journal’s Managing Editor, Mr. Chris 
Bucholtz, who proved to be a pleasant and engaging fellow.
Fine Scale Modeler had a photo booth set up and was 

placing cards here and there at models they wanted to 
photograph for the magazine. They picked my daughter’s 
Star Wars Millenium Falcon and my Ferrari 312T and Matra 
MS-11 F1 cars. Hopefully we’ll see them in a future issue.
on Friday we traveled down to Wright Patterson and 

spent a day at the National Museum of the USAF, the finest 
aircraft museum anywhere. Since we had only one day, 
which isn’t nearly enough time to see it all, we elected to 
tour the Early Years, WWII, SE Asia and the X-Planes areas. 

I was disappointed that the X-15-A2 was not on display, since 
I have a 1/32-scale model of it and I wanted to get close up 
photos of the external tanks and plumbing. I’m guessing 
they were in the process of moving some of the X-planes 
to the new (fourth) hangar that is nearly completed, as the 
X-15 wasn’t the only one missing. Nevertheless, the USAF 
Museum is always a great place to visit.
back at the contest room, it took me only one walk 

around the floor to pick out the best aircraft, an exquisite 
P-47 by a modeler from Seattle, whom I got to meet by 
chance just before the banquet. It also deservedly won Best 
of Show. The guy worked on it for a year and a half, and 
fabricated much of the small parts he used to embellish the 
engine, gun compartments and other exposed internals. 
If you like Thunderbolts, this model was a real treat to 
behold. Note that the aircraft categories were by far the 
most populated at this event, with many split categories. I 
was told the aircraft judging took five and a half hours.
There were some real nice car models, especially in 

the competition categories, but some of the automotive 
category judging was a little disappointing. A superb Lola 
was entered in the large-scale auto category and in my 
opinion should have placed 1st. It was an impeccable, two-
year project and had one of the nicest finishes of any car 
model I’ve ever seen. It placed second to a Duesenberg, 
which was also very nice, but I preferred the Lola.

2015 IpMS Nationals

Lauren Turco’s ’34 Ford street rod was the second place winner 
in Cat. 51 - Automotive (Teen). (below) In Cat. 81 - Miscel-
laneous (Teen), Lauren’s Star Wars Millenium Falcon placed 
third. IPMS/USA photos.
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The DVSM did well. Bobby Cicconi won five awards, 
my daughter two, and I won one. Charlie Lockard was the 
only other DVSM member I saw at the convention, but he 
did not enter the contest.

The bad

unlike other modeling events I’ve attended, 
this one caused some real frustration. I don’t like 
having to write about the negative, but I’m going to 

tell the whole story. You can stop reading now if you want.
To save time upon arrival, I pre-registered online 

for both my daughter and myself, yet my daughter’s name 
tag wasn’t prepared so we had to wait nevertheless. Along 
with the registration, I gave an additional $20 donation to 
the IPMS, which supposedly qualified you to be listed as a 
“Supporter” of the Society, so noted on your name tag. It 
wasn’t, but no big deal, I let that ride.
Judging took place Friday, the day we planned to visit 

the USAF National Museum in Dayton. So that morning I 
had to go back to the Hyatt and set up the models for the 
judging, which in my case meant taking the display case 
lids off the cars and removing the hoods so the engines 
could be viewed. The day before, it cost $9 to park for the 
day at the Hyatt. I drove in to the parking garage to get 
the ticket, but none came out of the dispenser. Instead the 
parking attendant walked up and said it was a flat $10 just 
to enter. I explained I would only need about 15 minutes 
but to no avail. “I don’t set the price, they just tell me what 
the charge is for the day.” Good bye. I backed out and went 
around to look for a spot to park. Lo and behold, who was 
parked in the bus loop ‘No Parking Zone’ and unloading 
his models but Bobby Cicconi. I parked alongside and my 
daughter watched for the tow truck while I went in and 
set up the models. Another annoyance, but no harm done.
Saturday morning I noticed the spacecraft category 

models had been moved, my old Hawk Atlas Space Station 
among them. The model was broken, yet no judge’s slip 
noting the damage was left. I spent a half hour drilling 
out holes, trying different glues and finally using CA and 
accelerator to get it together again. One of the judges 
walked by and intimated that, had the judges damaged the 
model, a note would have been left. I replied that whoever 
moved it probably didn’t even see the damage as it was on 
the underside. You can be sure the judges saw it, however. 
You’d have to be blind to look all around the model and not 
see the lifeboat hanging by a thread. I let that one ride too.
I entered two classic cars in the stock, out-of-box 

category, one of which I thought was a winner. Counting 
mine, there were five classic cars in the category, and they 
were good. I was glad to see that genre of car. Classics 
don’t show up at contests very much. While packing up 
after the event, one modeler commented that he thought 

one of mine was a lock on 1st place in that category. No 
dice. Neither placed. Well…you win some, you lose some. 
My only issue with this category was, like last year, a 
junkyard model won 1st place. My opinion is that rusted 
models belong in their own category, not in competition 
with cars that are made to shine. Hopefully, the IPMS 
someday will recognize that and give the junkyard cars 
their own category. At least this year a Morgan wasn’t in 
the motorcycle category. It was where it belonged, in an 
automobile category. I’m glad they got that right.
The Saturday-night banquet was scheduled for 6 

p.m., award ceremonies from 7 – 9 p.m., and close out of 
the contest room at 10 p.m. At 6 p.m. when the doors to the 
banquet room opened, it was like Black Friday at Macy’s, 
with people stampeding in for tables. Bobby, my daughter 
and I wanted to sit together so we needed three seats. From 
one table to the next it was “Sorry those seats are taken”. We 
ended up at a table that had a ‘Reserved’ sign on it, which 
the folks sitting there had disregarded. We joined them.
after we got situated, one person pulls out a banquet 

ticket slip. I asked what that was and he said he got it at 
registration. When I registered, I gave my receipt, which 
showed the banquet payment, to the person at the desk, 
but he didn’t give us any tickets. I had to have a tête-à-
tête with the banquet manager and convince him I wasn’t 
a crasher. Not a good way to start a dinner.
at 7 p.m. the award ceremony began. Actually 

the awards didn’t get started until closer to 8 p.m., as the 
initial speaker spent 45 minutes thanking all the staff 
involved in the event, presenting flowers to the ladies, and 
joking and kibitzing with various committee members, the 

2015 IpMS Nationals

Bob Cicconi took second in Cat. 402. - 1/401 & Smaller BBs, 
Cruisers with his USS Nevada, 1944. (Below) In Cat. 404 - 
1/401 & Smaller, DDs, Frigates Bob’s USS Stevens DD479 won 
third place. IPMS/USA photos.
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content of which was unfathomable to 99% of the people 
in the room and those spilling out the doors into the hall. 
I agree that the staff that volunteers to do the tough job of 
producing the event should be publicly recognized. It’s a 
lot of work and they deserve kudos. 
here’s a suggestion for next year: Project a slide with 

the headshot and name of each staff member, list what they 
did, and give them one big standing O. It could be done in 
10 minutes, and would let everyone in the room know whom 
the person is and express thanks for what they did, while 
still leaving enough time for the many hundreds of attendees 
to see what they came for, the model awards presented at a 
normal pace. As it was, the two fellows that did the award 
announcements didn’t even have time to state the category 
being awarded. A slide with the category was literally flashed 
up on the screen, and they blew through the pictures and 
names of the 3rd, 2nd, and 1st-place models and modelers. 
The projectionist could barely keep up. All too frequently the 
names of the winner, winning model, and/or the modeler’s 
address was mispronounced. Don’t get me wrong, the guys 
who did the award announcements are good, they just didn’t 
have enough time to prepare or present.

The ugly

From a contest standpoint, the main reason 
I attended this event was the special theme 
categories, i.e., five categories (listed below) 

covering five time spans, which I thought was a great 
idea. I visualized a table that was a mini-Smithsonian 
exhibit, showing models with historical descriptions for 
both visitors and fellow modelers to see, and to learn about 
what the models represented. But other than mine and 
one other entry that I remember, none of the models had 
any description to speak of. Just about any model from 
any table could have been placed in these categories. 
Without some sort of explanatory background, what’s the 
distinguishing factor that makes the model special enough 
to be placed in a ‘History through Modeling’ category?

National History thru Modeling Theme Categories:
• 901 - Beginning of time to 1899 
• 902 - 1900 - 1919
• 903 - 1920 - 1954
• 904 - 1955 - 2014
• 905 - 2015 and beyond

I entered categories 902, 903 and 904. I put my little 
Stanley Steamer in 902. I didn’t expect to win but it made 
for a neat display with the two signs I put up showing 
the history of the Stanley Brothers and their cars. Niki 
Lauda’s 1975 Ferrari 312T that I entered in Category 904 
didn’t place either. In spite of what Fine Scale Modeler 

thought, it wasn’t a good day for Formula 1 cars. The 
winner in 904 was a terrific display of the Vanguard 
rockets, a true history lesson, which deserved the 1st 
Place award. It was very well done and a perfect fit for the 
special theme category.
category 903, however, was the one I valued, and I 

entered my Mighty Eighth display and collection, which I 
thought was particularly well-suited to the whole idea of the 
theme. It represents my dad’s outfit and as such, has great 
sentimental meaning for me. It had won Best Theme, Best 
Collection and Best of Show in past local and regional shows. 
The three-panel, glass-backed display frames the five combat 
aircraft of the 8th in 1/72 scale, presents a short history of 
the 8th Air Force and its legacy, and made a great historical 
entry, or so I thought. I didn’t care nearly as much about any 
of the other categories. This was the one I wanted to win. 
To my dismay, it became an example of why you shouldn’t 
get too passionate about something. Not only didn’t it win, 
it didn’t even place in the top three. First place went to a 
2-inch-high V-2 engine that looked as if it was dipped in 
asphaltum paint. I was dumbstruck. For me, it was the single 
most egregious judging disgrace I ever saw or ever hope to 
see. And, not that it meant anything to the judging, I couldn’t 
help but think of the many 8th Air Force guys who bought 
the farm on bombing missions over Peenemunde, and were 
turning over in their graves. I will never get over this one. 
The icing on the cake occurred when we went to the 

contest room to pack up. The award plaques were placed on 
the tables next to the models. My only announced win was a 
2nd Place in the spacecraft category for my Convair Manned 
Orbiting Satellite Vehicle, the 1958 Strombecker kit of a 
Krafft Ehricke concept. But there was a 3rd Place plaque 
next to it and a 2nd Place award next to the model that was 
announced as the 3rd place winner. I remember blurting out 
“What the hell is this?!” The supposed 3rd place winner was 

2015 IpMS Nationals

Bob captured another third place award in Cat. 408 - Early 
Steam Era Vessels with the USS Texas, 1898. (below) Bob’s 
Japanese Type IXC Submarine was the second place winner in 
Cat. 412 - Pre-1946 Small Scale Subs. IPMS/USA photos.
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talking to someone at the table and heard me. We engaged in 
a discussion in which the guy said he wasn’t at the banquet 
and didn’t know what the results were. He offered to switch 
awards, but I told him he shouldn’t do that, the judges need 
to be responsible. I stopped the first guy with a judge’s badge 
that walked by and told him what was going on. He had to 
go find someone who knew the answer and returned with a 
fellow who supposedly judged the category. They both told 
me that, as happens occasionally, an unfortunate mistake 
was made, they were sorry, and I had won 3rd. I said I 
wanted to see the tally sheets. Well, they didn’t think they 
could find them at this point, but I pressed them. Then a 
third judge comes in the room and exclaims no, there was no 
mistake, I did win the 2nd Place award. Good grief!
So my daughter and I finished packing up and around 

11:30 p.m., and joined Bobby C. to wheel out all our the 
models down an elevator and over to the ‘No Parking Zone’ 
doors, where Lauren sat and waited for us to go get the cars 
and drive back. In lockstep with the rest of the evening, 
the valet at my hotel brings out the wrong car and I wait 
10 more minutes for him to get mine. Back to the Hyatt to 
squeeze around the buses lined up loading a crowd of other 
conventioneers. Bobby got an okay from an officer directing 
traffic to allow us to pull in to a curb cut out, complete with 
another panhandler, and load up. Back to the hotel, valet 
parking again, and off to try to wind down. 

Final analysis

Modelers who are so inclined each have to 
make the decision whether they can afford the 
cost of attending the yearly IPMS Nationals. 

It can involve making lengthy trip plans, use of vacation 
days, arranging for family members to attend, etc. Before 
this trip, I roughly estimated that it would cost about a 
thousand dollars. When you spend that kind of money, 
you expect to have a good time, as we did in 2012 and 
2014. So in spite of the predicted cost, given that it was 
within a reasonable driving distance, and that I was really 
looking forward to the special theme categories, I decided 
to make the trip. Here’s my hindsight review.
In industry, we do cost/benefit analyses to make Go/No 

Go decisions. Cost-wise, our tally for this event was:

Room for two for three nights, 
incl. taxes and parking ......................................... $596
Auto, 1,050 miles @ 58 cents 
per mile (current AAA cost) ................................$609
Tolls .......................................................................... $46
Food .........................................................................$175
Raffle tickets and vendor purchases .................... $152
Registration, incl. banquet for two & donation ... $180
TOTAL..................................................................$1,758

and since I don’t get paid vacation, the total does 
not account for lost wages for the workdays I took off. My 
pre-trip cost estimate was way short of the actual. 
Now factor in the intangibles. The time with my 

daughter and friends was great, but the event was an 
emotional roller coaster. The best part was my daughter’s 
success; the worst, Category 903. Was it worth the cost? 
Seventeen total driving hours? Would another award 
or a more user-friendly venue make a difference in the 
analysis? At this point, it’s impossible to say, but going in, 
it seemed like the right decision. In hindsight, all things 
considered, I should have stayed home. 
The 2016 Nationals are in Columbia, SC, a nice 

place to visit. I was there in April 2012 for the Region 12 
Regionals held by the IPMS Mid-Carolina “Swamp Foxes”, 
a great bunch of guys. Minimum four days (with two days 
at the event), including 10 hours’ drive time each way 
from here.
The 2017 Nationals are in Omaha, NE. Minimum five 

days, 18 hours’ drive time each way. Compile the factors 
that mean something to you and do your own analysis.
bon voyage. n

2015 IpMS Nationals

Bob Cicconi took first in Cat. 425 - OOB 1/350 & Larger with 
the French battleship, Le Bouvet. (below) Mike Turco won sec-
ond in Cat. 601 - Spacecraft & Sci Fi Vehicles with his Convair 
Manned Orbital Satellite. IPMS/USA photos.
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The Kit
This was a fairly simple kit but had good detail in 
the cockpit and nice recessed panel lines. I added extra 
detail in the cockpit including rudder petals, fuel lines, a 
fuel tank, seat belts, wiring and details in the rear gunner 
station. I am glad I did as it was very visible through 

the large cockpit. 
Overall the parts 
count was low but 
the detail is there 
where it matters, 
like the landing gear 
and engines. While 
no provision is made 

to display the engines with the cowling off, the engines 
themselves are very detailed and include a firewall, two 
sets of cylinders and multiple parts to build dual exhausts 
off each engine cylinder. Mine are painted, but closed up 
and out of sight.

Markings
My aircraft is marked as a home defense interceptor 
flying from Matsudo Airbase, Japan in 1944. In order to 
increase the aircraft speed and altitude many extra items 
were removed from the aircraft including the rear gunner 
& weapon. The model did not come with a rear MG so it 
was easy to “pick” this version to model! 

The aircraft is painted with a mix of out of production 
Aeromaster and Testors paints. The camo is done freehand 
with a Paasche H airbrush. To force myself to vary the 
mottles on the aircraft I worked in 2” x 2” sections spraying 
first a couple of small spots, one big spot and then filling in 
with varying sizes. I admit some of my spots grew when I 
corrected overspray. I used a sludge wash and a silver pencil 
to weather and scratch the aircraft. Dry brushing exhaust 
stains completed the weathering.

I used the kit decals for the tail markings and 
fuselage stripes. They were awful due to their age and I 
used six applications of Micro-sol to get them to almost 
lay down on the detail. I used aftermarket decals for 
the wing and fuselage markings and painted the white 
striping and yellow recognition stripes. 

overall I was very surprised at the fit and recessed 
panel lines from a kit that dates back to 1979. While 
better kits from Hasegawa exist today, this kit is an easy 
build that lends itself to additional detail. n

Ki-45 Toryu continued from page 1

Some additional details and weathering add character to the 
kit interior. 

Nichimo’s kit fits well and has well-done surface detail in spite 
of its age. Low parts count lend itself to a quick build or as an 
opportunity for adding scratch detail.

Colorful JAAF home defense markings make an attractive model.

The Toryu’s mottle camouflage was airbrushed freehand. 
Paints are Aeromaster and Testors.



bNb hobby & TraIN DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & K hobbIeS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

MaIN lINe hobbIeS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MIlleNNIuM hobbIeS 
& The guNDaM KITcheN
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

New coNcepT III
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hobbyMaSTerS, INc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hobbIeS, INc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our club


